
THE DRAFT RIOTS,

Five D'ays of Disorder in New
York in 1863.

A VERY SUDDEN Ol'TIIKEAK.

It l Hero Kovlcwcd After Twenty-flv- e

Tear "Down with tho S300 Exempts."
Slaughter of Negroes Tho Shocking
Murder ol Col. O'llnm The Disturb-

ance Quelled nt ImU

On Ionday, July 13, 1603, without n mo-

ment's warning apparently, and contrary to
the oxprcsscd opinion of all tho officers of the
law, a riot began In tho Twenty-secon- d ward
of Now York city, which spread rapidly ovor
all that section west of Broadway from Ful-

ton street north to Fifty-flfth- , and raged for
five days with great fury. On Saturday, tho
11th, tho dally papers announced that ''raft-
ing would that day begin In tho T uty- -

nuiNS ok rnovosT marshal's office.
second ward, being tho third of
tho Ninth congressional district of tho state,
tho provost marshal's districts bring for the
most part identical with tho congressional
districts. Both on Saturday and Monday
the papers announced thut all would boquiet.
Bforo many hours ono Journal's oftlco was
on flro and a mob was hunting for tho editor,
and before Friday noon tho city of which,
according to that paper, "tho most perfect
quiet was assured,"' had lost 2,000,000 by
lire and robbery, while some 200 of its citi-
zens had been slaughtered. It may lio profit-
able to traco the genesis and evolution of
such an unexpected, murderous nnd destruc-
tive mob.

Unquestionably tho most gloomy period of
tho civil war, for tho Federal side, was tho
last week of Juno and first threo days of
July, 1803. On tho Potomac every move-
ment for ten months had resulted in disaster.
In Middle Tennessee the army of Rosecrans
was a hundred miles nearer tho Ohio than
was tho advance, of Mitchel and Buell a year
before, whilo of Grant tho publio only knew
that after some brilliant victories he had re-
mained livo weeks in front of Vicksburg nnd
could not know that Pemberton's surrender
was near. In this condition of affairs the
Washington authorities ordeivd a draft for
"300,000 morel'1 Scarcely bad tho people
read this order when they learned that Lee
had invaded Pennsylvania with eighty thou-
sand veterans, (lushed with victory, and im-
mediately after that Hooker had been "re-
lieved from command," nnd the Army of tho
Potomac placed under a general of whom
not one in ten of the peoplo had ever heard.
The most steadfast supporters of tho admin-
istration wavered in their support. The
cynical sneered and the critical loudly
exclaimed against this "unstablo and
shifting" policy," whilo tho opposition press.
esiocially in Now York city, flamed
with fiery invectives against the emnnci-- 1

pation proclamation, against the employ-
ment o negro troops, against the "arbitrary
arrests" of opposition speakers, against the
suspension of tho right of habeas corpus and
especially against tho draft, which they al-

leged to bo unconstitutional and unfairly ex-

ecuted In this condition of tho publio mind
nearly all tho militia of New York city were
sent into Pennsylvania to serve against the
invaders, and it was generally expected that
the Fourth of July would witness n riot.

Midnight of tho 3d brought tho first au-
thentic news of Gettysburg. Gen. Meade
telegraphed that ho had "repulsed the enemy
at ad points." Beforo noon of the 4th the
peoplo read on all the bulletin boards of the
principal cities that "the Union army has
won a glorious victory." By night it was
added that "tho Confederate Gen. Longstreet
is killed; wo have 10,000 prisoners, and noth-
ing can savo Lee's army from capture or de-

struction." Only two days later tho peoplo
of Richmond read in their papers: "Wo have
captured 40,000 Yankees; Baltimore and
Philadelphia are at our mercy." But the
early dispatches of July 4 were official and
implicitly believed in New York, and the
day was ono of tho most peaceful in her his-
tory.

Soon after enmo tho inspiring news from
Vicksburg, and immediately after that tho
report of Gen. Rosecrans that ho had driven
Bragg from Tullahoma. There was a general
acceptanco of the official assuranco that no
troublo need lie apprehended, and so the draft
was ordered to proceed. Somo measures were
taken to test tho constitutionality of tho con-
scription net an unsettled point in United
States law and it was quite generally be-

lieved by tho opponents of tho act that the
course of those New England governors who
refused to obey the conscription acts of 1812-- 14

would bo taken as a precedent. Still it
was emphatically declared by Governor Sey-
mour and his supporters that it was ex- -

j ... .

DUUNINO OF COLOUKl) Oltl'llAN AHYLUM.

clusively a question for tho courts, and that
their decision would Ijo final. IYovost Mar-

shal Charles E. Jenkins gavo notice that the
draft would bo made in this rammer: The
name of each enrolled man, with his resi-

dence and color, to bo written on a slip of
paer six inches Jong and one inch
wido, each slip to be rolled closely and a
rubber ring put nround it; these to l
placed in a cylinder hung on an axis, to ba
whirled around before each drawing, nd at
the call of each uuuiler a namo would ba
drawn by a blindfolded man. And thus the
drafting began at his office, No. 077 Third
.avenuo, on Saturday morning in tho pres-
ence of about ISO poreous besides tho enrolling
officers, clerks and a largo corps of reporters.
"Thero was great hilarity and good humor,"

y the rejiorts "it was looked upon as a

i
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matter of courso." There wcro l,f00 name
to bo drawn there, nnd 1,230 wcro drawn that
dny. Charles II. Carpontor did tho drawing,
nnd tho first namo out was that of "William
Jones, Forty-sixt- h street, near Tenth nvo-- 1

nue," who was long and loudly cheered by
the crowd as tho first man drafted In Now
York.

Tho Sunday papers published tho list of
the drafted, and two of them mc t unwisely
added somo Intemperate remarks on tho cru-

elty of dragging these poor men from their
families to servo in a war which might bo
honorably closed, now that such great vie-- 1

tories had been won. That night tho emis-

saries of evil wero busy in all tho dark holos
of that tangled wilderness of narrow streets
nnd alleys which covers so largo a portion of
eastern New York. The clauso in tho con-

scription act allowing exemption on paymont!
of $.'300 was especially denounced ns In tho
interest of tho rich. Monday at 10:30 a. m.
tho drawing was resumed at tho samo place,
with tho samo officials and an immense crowd
In the street. Somo seventy names had boon
drawn when a pistol was fired in tho street
and tho officials rose. Thero was an awful
pause for perhaps twenty seconds, then a
shower of brickbats nnd paving stones came
crashing through tho windows, and instantly
tho room was filled by n howling mob. Two
clerks seized tho ivhcel and escaped with it
to tho upper story. All tho papers wero torn
to bits by tho mob. Somo of tho offals
wero knocked down and forced intiho
street; tho rest escaped by tho back door. In
less time than it takes to tell it tho wholo vi-

cinity was in control of tho mob. A man
poured a can of turpentino over tho room
nnd applied a match; in ten minutes tho
building was blazing to tho roof.

Tho firemen camo, but tho mob would not
allow them to work till tho building was de-

stroyed. Deputy Provost Marshal Vnnder- -

poel was captured
and beaten to in-

sensibility. Polico
Super i n t o n d e n t
John A. Kennedy
appeared in citiz-
ens' clothes, was
knocked down,
stamped nnd lieat-e-n

to an almost

survived, but never i

recovered, a '
few years after of JoaN A- - kk.vkkdy.
chest troubles caused by the stamping. In
tho meantime tho escaped officials had
reached tho Pork barracks, and a small com-
pany of men from tho Invalid corps who
wero thero wero hurried to tho scene. Their
captain ordered them to firo blank car-
tridges. Tho mob heard tho order, jeered,
rushed on tho "old cripples," as tho invalid
veterans wero called, wrenched tho guns
from their hands and good naturally dis-
missed them with nothing worso than a low
kicks nnd ruffs. Butnsmall squad resisted;
of theso ono was beaten to death, another
thrown down a declivity nnd killed, nnd sev
eral others badly hurt. A small detachment
of police next arrived and fought magnifi-
cently, inflietiJig fearful wounds on tho riot-
ers, but were finallv defeated.

Down to this timo tho riot had been purely!
local; but the victorious mob now moved
northward and eastward among tho shops
and warehouses; they drank freely at all tho
baloons, paying nothing of courso, nnd com- -

ATTACKS ON THE l'OLICE.
pelled all tho laborers at th shops and mills
to cease work nnd join them. Then tho cry
was raised, "Down with tho rich men tho
$300 exempts!" and while ono part of tho
mob fell on every well dressed man whom
curiosity had drawn to tho scene, tho other,
attacked tho elegant houses on Islington
avenue and in that vicinity. First a fine
mansion at Forty-sevent- btreet and Lexing-
ton avenue was "gutted" and burned. Then
the Bull's Head hotel shared tho samo fato.
By this timo tho professional thieves and
plunderers wero out and managed to turn tho
mob toward Broadway, breaking in and.
robbing ns they went. For ono or two
blocks this continued. Tho splintering
crash of broken doors and tho jinglo of shat-
tered plato glass delighted tho drunken mis-
creants, while above tho roar of tho mob
could now nnd then Ihj heard tho shrill
screams of frightened women and children.

Tho mob now took a panic and rushod
back (eastward) to First avenuo. And here
"Mr. Andrews, of Virginia," ns he announced
himself, first appeared upon the sceno. Ho
harangued tho mob in opposition to tho war
nnd tho wealthy, thosoldiers and tho negroes,
and urged systematic organization and no-

tion, lint tho original causo of tho troublo
was now ignored, and a now element had tho
lead. Up from nil the dirty collars ana down
from all tho dark garrets, out of all tho

brothels, "kennels and dives,"
enmo tho night prowlers and habitual crim-
inals; nnd with them ns tho active spirits tho
terrible mass roared up First avenuo. Every
wi ll dressed man they met was robbed and
every negro beaten; tho saloons and liquor
stores wero patronized without price, whilo
doors nnd windows wero broken. And so tho
mob went on growing till night.

In tho meantime tho invsteiiocs "Mr, An-
drews'' got tho lead ngain and directed tho
mob fury ngninst tho negroes and Tho
Tribune office. And soon after occurred
the most atrocious incidents of tho
list. Every negro in sight was chased,
beaten and sometimes killed, A col-

ored boy 10 years old was lieatcn to
A negro man was hanged and

his legs slashed with knives whilo ho was
struggling in the agonies of death. Still an-
other was lianged nnd his clothes set on fire
as he was dying. Tho thin varnish of Amori-ca- n

civilization was quickly scraped off,
and tho innate wolf or hyenn show oil in look
and act. Just beforo night occurred the at-
tack on tho colored orphan asylum, a spa-
cious anil lieautiful building at tho corner of
Fifth uvcnuo and Forty sixth street, in which
some COO colored orphans wero cared for by
an association of ludles. Giving tho Inmates
barely timo totscajio, tho rioters destroyed
or carried off nil tho furniture, injuring
several of their own party in their liasto. A
little girl was killed by u heavy chair,
thrown from an upper window. Tho build-
ing was then llred and burned.

By a sort of unanimous instinct tho rioters
then begun to move down toward Tho TriU)

uno office, pausing on tho way to destroy an- -'

other onrolllng offico nt Broadway and Twenty-n-

inth street, and plunder nil tho Jewelry
and drygoods stores near it. About dark
tho advnncr of tho mob reached Tho Tribune
offico, forced nn entranco, mado n heap of
pacrs on tho counting room lloor and set
them on flro, but n bravo polico captain led
in his squad anil drove out tho rioters, laying
many of their carcasses stiff on tho pave-
ment. Ilornco Greeley strnlghtwny put his
offico on n wnr footing. Tho tanks wcro kept
full of boiling wntor, wltli the hoso and pipes
arranged to tjirn it on nn attacking mob;
tho employes sro well nrmod, and 1. sipply
of hand grenades was secured of Commander
Paulding, of tho navy yard. Tho mob camo
on subsequent days, but could not bring their
courage to tho attacking point. Tho general
courso of plunder und robbery continued on
Monday evening till near midnight, then a
heavy rain dispersed tho criminals.

Tuesday morning brought a shower of pro-
clamations ono from Mayor George Opdy ke,
commanding nil good citizens to enroll as
special iiolicemen nnd designating tho ren-
dezvous; another by Maj. Gen. John E.
Wool, nsklng all old soldiers to enlist for or-
der; still another from Gen. Sandford, direct-
ing tho militia, and various orders and
announcements. But tho citizens did not
rally, all tho militia were absent but ono
regiment, thero wcro but fow United States
troops on Governor's Island, and so, except
as tho polico could opposo, tho rioters went
unchecked for another day. And the action
of the polico was worthy of all praise. Again
nnd ngnin did small squads of them meet and
defeat masses of rioters, laving dozens deail
or wounded on tho street; but whilo this was
going on thero would bo burning, murder
and plundering in a dozen other places.
Dcir'es Mic usual outrages nnd murders of
colored people tho groat event of this tiny
(Tuesday, tho II h) was the inhuman murder
of Col. II. T. O'Brien, of tho Eleventh New-Yor-

state troops. After serving against
tho mob ho rnslily returned to his house
alone, in tho disturbed district. En-

countering thero a small but not very
tut Indent mob, he upbraided them in tho
most pronounced manner. They moved to-

wards him, he drew his revolver and llred,
hitting a woman In tho knee. Sho fell and
liis fato was sealed. Every one in tho crowd
was frantic to strike or kick hiin. Ho lay
for hours on tho pavement, nfter they had
dragged him into tho gutter t nd rolled him
in tho mud; nnd every timo ho moved enough
to show that lifo was in him ho was again
stamped or beaten. In vain did Father
Clowrey leg for lonvo to take tho colonel
homo and bestow- - tho hist rites for tho dying.

"You havo killed him; let mu givo him tho
riles," said tho priest.

"You can givo tho rites here, if you like,"
replied tho mob; "you can't luko him nway."

So tho priest knelt in the muddy street and
administered the oxtremo unction. Ho re-

mained by tho colonel till dark, when death
occurred.

Tuesday niht nn awful calm prevailed,
but tho glow of burning buildings showed
where tho rioters had dono their latest work.
Wednesday morning showed that tho forces
of law and order wero organized, and tho
despcrato closing struggle began. It is un-

necessary to detail tho proclamations, orders
nnd movements, except to say that from
Governor's Island, tho Brooklyn barracks
nnd n.ivv yard, with tho old soldiers invalid
con" and ono regiment of militia, which was i

stopped jti'-- t ns it was ready to Mine tlio cars
for Pennsylvania, enough soldiers wero
gathered to pmrd nil tho ursenals and public
buildings, and leave a few hundred to back
tho polico in clubbing tho rioters. "Anil the
clubbing was done to tho queen's taste." In
ono brief combat thirty rioters wero killed
or mortally wounded. In nnothera howitzer
was llred into a mob, killing twenty-two- .

And still tho mob held on, and seemed to
grow moro fiendish,

Somo very curious incidents occurred, il-

lustrating tho hatred of soldiers and negroes.
Many houses were broken open on suspicion
that wounded soldiers wero concealed in
them; nnd in ono instance a unvnlescent
colonel, wounded at Chancellorsville, was
saved only by petting upon tho top of tho
houso nnd'lying liehind a chimney whilo the
rioters searched tho rooms lielow." A soldier
who ventured out to see If the coast was clour
was captured at tho nearest corner nnd
beaten to death. Tho stories of personal ad-
venture during tho riot would fill a large
volume. At ono timo the Sixteenth Ward
school house was regularly besieged because
it contained two colored women, tho scrub-
bers. The plucky teachers barred tho doors
nna balnea tlio mob till tho police arrived.
Tho rioters in moro blind fury toro up tlio
railroad tracks in tlio north end of town and
sought to destroy tho stono bridge over the
Harlem. Mayor Opdykc's house was sacked.
Horace Greeley's old boarding house on
Twenty-nint- street was destroyed. But
rather strangest of all was n riot within n
riot, in this wise: A Mrs. Miller, of No. 107
Rivington street, had harbored n Gorman
girl, for immoral purposes, as supjioscd, and
tho case against her had failed in tho courts;
tho girl's father anil his friends, concluding
that tlio reign of law was suspended, organ-
ized a littlo mob of their own and destroyed
tho houso.

Thursday morning dawned on n city in
which general business was completely sus-
pended. Tho worst was over, but on that
day and until midnight thero wero local dis-
turbances attended with fearful slaughter of
tho rioters. Thirty wero shot and hayonet-tc-

in ine encounter. Three militia regi-
ments arrived from Pennsylvania that day,
and soon cleared most of tho snoots. Friday
morning nil tho street curs and omnibuses
wero running again, nnd tho riot was off-
icially deelaied at an end. Then the arrests
began, and behold, tho great anti-wa- anti-negr- o

agitator, John U. Andrews, was cap-
tured in a room with his colored mistress.
Ho was a native of Virginia, about 3.1 years
old, nnd during his stay in New York had
lived hubitually with colored women, acting
as their legal adviser nnd procuring bail
when they wero arrested. Not ono in ten of
tho arrested wero nativo Americans.

' "
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Tho total of lives lost could never lie ascer-
tained, but it was at least 200. Tho city paid
somo i 2,000,000 for property destroyed. There
was much recrimination, and tho extent to
which officials yielded to tlio mob is still a
disputed Governor Seymour ar-
rived on Tuesday and addressed tlio mob
from tho btcps of city ball, urging tlicm to
disiierso nnd promising to do what ho could
to have tho draft brought to a closo. In
response to tho governor's apjieal President
Lincoln readily iigrecd to havo the constitu-
tionality of tlio conscription act tested liefore
tho courts, nnd tho federal judges all agreed
that the act was constitutional. As soon as
tho official machinery could bo organized thn
draft was resumed in Now York without the
slightest disturbance, and completed "amid
Seneral good humor," say tho jiaiiersof that

boon utter tho spirit of volunteering
revived in I lio country, and from that till
tho closo of tho war each succeeding quota
of troops called for was moro nnd mora
easily filled. J. II. Deadlk.

BATTLE OF HELENA, ARK,

A Plucky Dcfeirso by Laud nnd
Water.

Yet another fight remains to Ikj recorded
for the bntllo day of July 4, 1S03. This is tho
engagement nt Helena, Ark. On tho day
named seven battles, grent anil small, took
placo in various parts of tho country, nnd
Vicksburg surrendered besides.

Tho Confederate general, E. Ivlrby Smith,
nt that time in command of tho

Confederate department. In this
department Lieut. Gen. T. II. Holmes had
charge of tho district of Arkansas.

Juno 15, ISC), Gen. Holmes, then at Littlo
Itock, telegraphed Klrby Smith nt Shrove-port- !

"1 bcliovo wo can take Helena. Please
let mo do it." Gen. Smith telegraphed backs
"Most certainly do it."

Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss was nt
that timo in command of tho Union force nt
Helena. Ho entered the service nt the to- -

ginningof the war,
from Illinois, as a
brigadier general.a Ho resigned from
tho army in tlio

mgf fall of ISA'S.

Gen. Prentiss had
Vt. with him nt HelenaXI A.

4,000 men, com
ft pitting a brigade

I .V i Alt
of cavalry ami ono
division of the
Thirteenth army
corps. Brig. Gen.
Salomon was tcm- -

1KN U. M. I'llUNTlSH. ,)or!lrily com
maud of tho division. Helena had been
tivngtliened by fortifications after it came

Into tlio linndsof the Union authorities, in
si 12. Tho town is upon a low plain, sur-

rounded by ranges of hills. Upon u low
ndgo immediately west of tho town n strong
redoubt, called Fort Curtis, had been built.
Upon the high ridges about tho town four
strong batteries, named A, II, C nnd I), hail
been planted. Tlio town was thus well

by guns and earthworks. Tho out-

lying defense.) wero in churgo of Gen. Salo-
mon. Hetween the butteries and tho river
wero rille pits.

Juno 2.), I Ml!), Gen. nolmes started on his
expedition against Helena. He intended to
surprise the garrison nnd capture it and tho
town. Clarendon, sixty miles east of Little
itock, was tho rendezvous for tho forces of
tho attacking party. They were to advance
in four "oiumns, under Gens. Fngan, Price,
Mnrnmduks and Walker. TbvOonhderatc
soldiers censisted chiefly of Missourians,
under their tried leaders, Marmaduko and
Sterling Price, and of Arkansas troops under
Walker, Fngnn and Meltae. The Confederate
I'.overnor of Arkansas himself, Harris Flana-
gan, accompanied tho expedition as aido to
Gen. Holmes. In the bturt Geu. Holmes'
foreo repealed tlio oft told story of projected
simultaneous moiements that faded to bo
simultaneous. Prico and his Missourians
wero lour days lato at tho rendezvous, owing
to high water Holmes was obliged to wait
for them nt Clarendon. Meantime Gen.
Prentiss, nt Helwia, had been apprised of tho
Confederate design, and mi all chance of a
surprise pot Mil away.

Holmes enmo on to the attack, however,
in good style. Ho reached Helena on the
night of July 3. Ho had orders to attack
at daylight. Ho stationed one of his col-
umns in tho neighborhood of each of tho
Union batteries, us show n on the accompany-
ing map.

FIGHT AT HKI.ENA, JULY 4, lbG3.

Price und Marmaduko wero in tho center,
with Walker on tho left and Fagan on tho
right. Prentisi had been looking for tho k

for some days. All tho night of July 3
he kept his troops under arms.

Marmaduko and Fagan attacked at day-
light, according to tho programme, Fagan
with miK'h vigor. His men carried tho
outer works in front of Battery D on the
Union left, lhen they attacked that work-fiercel-

But tho other batteries were
trained upon Pagan's men with a cross fire
that withered them liko a deadly blast, and
tlio brigade fell back with a loss of 400 men.

Price's .Missourians camo into action an
hour later than Pagan, and attacked Battery
C witli all their force. Tbey carried tho
outer works nnd even Battery C itself. Price
then ordered his men to cros to tho right
nnd nttael; Battery D in tho rear.

But just in tho critical moment his orders
wero not obeyed. Thero was great confu
sion nmong Ins men
at this time. B-
eforo it cleared
nway Salomon's
Union troops had
attacked Battery C
with great vigor
nnd recaptured it.

For over four
hours thero was
hot fighting on tlio
Union left, Then
Holmes abandoned
tho idea of captur-
ing Helena, and

OEN. T. II, HOLMES.gavo orders to re
treat to Littlo Bock. Ho had led to Helena
over 8,000 men. Of these, l,.r.00 remained d

on tho field, dead, wounded, dying and
prisoners, Prentiss, in Ins report, mentioned
that ho buried 400 dead.

Prentiss' gurrisou was not strong enough
to follow in pursuit of Holmes, and tho Con-
federates returned quietly to Littlo flock.
Gen. Prentiss lost 230 men. In tho battle of
Helena tho Confederate cavalry was under
command of Ucu. Walker on tho extreme
left. Marmaduko expected support from
Walker's cavalry, but did not i eceh o it. Tho
uttnek nt that point was feeble.

It was. in fact. Admiral Porter hlms If
who notified Gen. Prentiss of tho approach of
Holmes and his attacking foreo. Admiral
Porter had received tho information from
Confoderato deserters in tlio latter part of
Juno. Ho forthwith dispatched gunboats up
tho river from Vicksburg to Helena, w itb luo
information to Gen. Prentiss to look nut 'or
tho npi roach of a Con'ederato nrmj '

Porter also sent gunbonts to otlir
points which it was thought inu'ht a' be
attacked. Lieut. Commander Pncheit, In
command of tlm Tyler, was instructed under
no circumstances to leave lleli ua.

It was after Prico hud cuptiued Battery C
that Prichett's gunboat camo to tho rescue
in tho nick of timo. After oanturing that
point the Confederates poured down ujion
tho town throih the ravines between tho

hills. Frlcho runners, from long train-
ing, had become ndmlrablo marksmen. Their
commander directed them to train tlio bro.nl
sldo guns of the steamer upon the ravines
down which tho men In butternut gray wcro
swarming.

They did so. and in a few seconds shells
wero bursting in quick succession ninong tho
closely packed Confederates in tho narrow
hill roads. They fell ratiidly, bleeding, torn
and dying, blocking the way with their
bodies.

It was this terrible shelling of tho ravines
by tho Taylor's guns that threw tho Confed-
erates into contusion, Thoso in tho ravine
roads turned and fled in panic. Those that
had nlready gained tho Union works nt Bat-
tery C soon followed their example, bewild-
ered by tho blazing Bhells nnd tho thunder-
ous roar.

In his report of tho battle of Helena, Gen.
Prentiss said; "I attribute not a littlo of our
success in tho late battle to Lieut. Commander
Prichett's full knowledgoof tho situation and
his skill In ndnpting tho menus within his
command to tho end to bo attained,"

Thus, at Vicksburg, nt Port Hudson and nt
Helena, along tho Mississippi, victories were
gained by tho Union forces, nil within n few
days of ono another, early in July, 1S03.
Alter this thero was no moro fighting on tho
great river beyond guerrilla incursions. Tlio
United Btntos government, however, kept
garrisons stationed nt various points nlong
its banks between New Orleans and Cairo till
tho end of tho w nr.

FORT WAGNER.

The Historic Second Assault on Its
Works, .Inly 18, ISM.

Charleston harbor in general configura-
tion resembles that of New York. Tho city
is on n long, narrow tonguo of land, between
two rivers tho Cooper on tho north, tlio
Ashley on tho south. Vessels entering tlio
harbor approach between two islands Sulli-

van's Island on tho north, Morris Island on
tho south. Tho passago between these two
may very well bo compared to tho Narrows
at Now York. On Morris Island, somewhat
southeast of tho narrowest part of the chan-
nel, was Fort Wagner, a Confederate defense
of Charleston, tho possession of which was
especially aimed at by tlio Union force.

LV5C . .CUMMlP."li

JAMES ISLAND. m. 1

CHARLF.bTO.V HAHBOIl.

Charleston harbor, liko that of New York,
contains various small islands. During tho
war theso wero covered with Confederate
fortifications. In nnd about Charleston the
Confederates hud altogether 370 guns.

Not much was done toward prosecuting
tho war vigorously on tho coast of South
Carolina until March, 1S03. Then n land and
naval force, under Gen. John G. Foster, was
sent to attack Charleston nnd Fort Sumter.
A naval attack was made on Fort Sumter
April 7, 19)3.

It was next determined that tho Union
forces should occupy Morris Island, near tho
north end of nhieh was Fort Wagner. For
this the laud and naval force was put under
command of Geu. Q. A. Gilimore. Ho ac-
cordingly took possession of Morris Island up
to wkkin n mile of Fort Wagner and Battery
Gregg, on Cummings' Point. Theso wero
very heavily fortified.

July 11 Gen. Gillmoro's troops rnade an
assault on the Con-

foderato works at
Fort Wagner. Part
of tho assaulting
column reached the
parapet, but their
supjiorts not com-

ing up they were
forced to retreat,
with u loss of ISO.

That attack is
known in war his-

tory ns tlio first
assault on Fort
Wagner. Tho next
attack is far moro okn. oillmoue.
widely known, and it is mentioned nsthe sec-

ond assault on Fort Wagner,
It occurred July IS, ono week after the first

attack. After tho failure of tho first assault
Geu. Gilimore brought forward all his re-

sources by land and sea to prosecute the siego
of Charleston.

Tho reduction of Fort Wagner was the first
great task liefore him. Tho fleet was under
command of Admiral John A. Dalilgren.
The attack of July 18 was opened by tho
navy just before noon. Gen. Gilimore had
meantime succeeded in bringing twelve of
his heaviest siego guns and eight mortars to
bear on the fort. With theso ho attacked
from tho land side.

Tlio plan was the usual on", heavy bom-

bardment first, assault afterward. Fort
Wagner was ono of tho strongest defensive
works in tho country, n monument of en-

gineering skill, It was built of immense
timbers, covered with sand bags, forming
bombproofs twenty feet thick. Both tho
timber and tho sand were ready at hand for
tho Confederate engineers, and good use they
mado of their material. Fort Wagner was
so situated that its fall would involve the
lossto tho Confederates of Fort Sumter and
Sullivan'o Island and consequently Charles-
ton. Full well its builders knew this, and
they li.nl prepared it accordingly.

Admiral Dahlgien led tho way up to tho
ittack, July IS, in his flagship, tho Montnuk.
Immediately following was tlio New Iron-
sides with four other ships and a number of
gunboats. Tho gunlouts wcro in charge of
Commander Rhind.

Tho Howl tide in tho afternoon enabled the
fleet to coino withim 300 yards of tlio fort,
and they renewed their flro with great vigor,
Wagner replied at first, but when tho fleet
((ono near tho fort guns wero foori silenced
uud did not lire a shot more. One gun in tho
lort was dismounted by the Federal lire and
another burst.

Meantime tho heavy guns, which, on the
landsido, Geu. Gillmoro had succeeded in
briuing within MX) yards of Wagner, wcro
not idle. During tlio afternoon and until
dusk thoy kept up n steady, raking flro. But
upon tho timo. . r.d sandbag bombprciofs tho
i hot and shell 'uu le no impression worth
uientio.. ' no soldiers simply retired
'v.thin thi.Tr lioi.ibnn jfs nd wero safe from
huiin.

Thoy wr-- o )""T"'ng themselves for tho
final assault on vlK.r i.o.--

THE ASSAULT.

Tin fli jt !:eot up its pounding until dark.
Then iIm nnval force ceased firing. Soon
tbey heat d the rattle of musketry irom the
direction of the hind, and they know that
Gillmoro's assaulting column wns at work.

Then occurred the historic episode which
'ion mndo famous tho Fifty-fourt- h Massaehu
etts colored regiment nnd tta colonel, Rob-

ert O. Shaw, The assaulting force wo
uuder command of Gen. T. Seymour. It
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consisted of two brigades. One was led by
Brig. Gen, George O. Btrong. It comprised
tho Seventh Connecticut, Third New Hump
shiro, Ninth Mnino, Koventv-slxtl- i Pennsyl-
vania and Fully eighth New York regl
ments. At tho head of the other win Col. I!
S. Putnam, with tlio Seventh Now iiamt-shir-

Sixth Connecticut, N.xtv Ohio
nnd One Hundredth New V 'l ii. 'I n colored
regiment was assigned to Strong's Bi igudn.
This regiment was tho especial protego of
Governor John A. Andiew, tho war gov-
ernor of Massachusetts. Colored troops wor
nn almost untried experiment. When Gov-
ernor Andrew received authority to enlist
such a regiment he determined to select for
it tlio best officers of tho Massachusetts vol-
unteers.

Cnpt. IteJbcrt O. Shaw was a young
officer in tlio Second Massachusetts, by
family ono of tho most highly connected

men in the state,
nnd in war nn of-

ficer with a brill-
iant record. Gov-
ernor A u d r r w
w roto to Siiaw'i
father, Francis G.
Slmw, of Stnten
Mund, N. Y., abk-ili- g

to
appoint Bobert 0.

I. .nel of tlm nejros:i"i(fc;3' i. "iiiii-nt- . t wn

v uni- - took
if' ci! im.itid. T w o

HOllElir (i. K1IAW. sons of I'red rick
Douglass we. o in lliorntikt As it tutu died
thlough Boston on its vny In the I rout
cheer after cheer rent Hi air from er'iwd
of friendly r itiz. ns.

This wns May 2fl, IW, and that w,i- - Mo
last sight Boston over had ol ;o' rt ':
Shaw, July 11), ho lay dead beside (lie p.o.i-pe- t

of Fort Wagner, beneath n heap I.n
own colored soldiers, and to tin- - ii.it u.j
mortal knows oxaetly where he i buried.

Tho colored troops led the advance, occu
pied tho post of honor and of danger, lieu.
Strong himself wns n Massachusetts man.
An officer of tho Fifty-fourt- h writes of Col.
Shawi

"Ho walked slowly up nnd down tho line,
clad In a short jacket. His silver eagles
shone upon his shoulders, nnd the fair hair
which hung, below his cap gavo him the
seeming of a lx)y. His carriage was
calm and noble; a palo cheek and lips con
strained alone bore
witness to hlssenso
of responsibility.
'Provo yourselves
men,' ho said to
those who wero to
die with him in one
short hour. It wns
soon to bo tho
proudest lionst of
the survivors that
they 'charged with
Shaw at Wngner.'"

Tho assaulting
columns started
from liehind sand GEN. hTHONQ.

hills upon tho beach and advanced to tho
fort along a strip of land wide enough at its
narrowest for 200 men to walk abreast.

The foico within tho fort was underesti-
mated by the Union commander. Testimony
since obtained is to tho effect that tho Union
signals between tho army and tho fleet were
seen and rend by the Confederates, who were,
therefore, prepared for every move of tho
Union general. They had thrown n large
number of re enforcements into Wagner and
strengthened their defenses.

Tho Confederates remained silent within
the fort till tho advancing column charged
up to the works. Then suddenly they opened
n terrific fire of grape, canister and mus-
ketry.

Strong's brigado charged first, bravoly and
well. Thoy crossed the water under the em-
bankment, and endeavored to bold their
ground. The second brigade, with Col. Put-
nam at its head, camo to their support.

There was desperate fighting nt th parapet.
1 ho Confederates
met the advancing
assaulters at tho
top with hand
grenades that did
deadly execution.
Assaulters and de-

fenders grappled
for a timo in n
sickening hand to
hand fight, with
pistols, guns an'd
bayonets and hand
grenades. Bodies
of Union soldiers
fell outsido tho OE.V. BKAUUEGAUD.
works into tho
water, and bodies of Confederates fell inside
tho fort.

Gen. Stevenson's brigado had been posted
in the rear ns n reserve, and the assaulters
looked anxiously for it ns they began to fall
wounded and dying by the paraet. The
officer of the Fifty-fourt- h Massachusetts
writes:

"Threo officers of the Fifty-fourt- h still
stand together on the rampart. Thero are
no men. 'Why does not that brigado cornel'
was tho despairing cry.

"A few of tho Forty-eight- h New York are
near us, fighting over a travei-so- . Wo join
them nnd tako part in tho fray. The foe aro
scarcely a musket's length from us. They
ply us with bullets and hand grenades. The
national flag of one of tho regiments is
planted on tho bombproof whicli forms one
bide of the bastion. About it n desperato
struggle goes on. Its battered sill; and tar-
nished gold aro trodden deep into tho soil,
Besido it Col. Putnam falls. At
this moment dpt. J. falls heavily against
me, and before my question: Are you hurt
Ned f can bo answered, n crushing blow upon
the breast laj s mo by his side."

Tho supiwt that had bis n expected
tho brigade of Gen. Stevenson did noj
arrive. It was waiting for iuiormntiou
that n foothold had l ien ramed in Wngner.
Tho southeast bostl' n of the fort wns ic.iUy
gained by tlio Unio i tioops nnd held for over
an hour. In tho temblo fighting that fol-

lowed Gens. Seymour and Strong w ero both
wounded and carried Irom the Held. Sulo
co.nniand then devolved on Col. Putnam,
lio sent a messenger to Gilimore imploring
tho to hasten. Stevenson's
brigade blurted. But beforo it reached tho
works it was nu t with tho information that
Col. Putnam, tho last brigade officer, had
been killed. Tho few troops left alive were
falling back. Tho second assault on Fort
Wngner was over.

Tho column of attack numbered 0,000
men. Their loss was 1,530, more than n
fourth of their whole number. The colored
regiment, tlio Fifty-fourt- h Massachusetts,
went into the flght UoO strong, und came out
with 217 of its number lying dead and
wounded lielow tho sand bag embank meuts
of Fort Wngner. Fourteen of its twenty
officers weio killed and wounded. Gen.
Strong died of his wounds, and Cols. Put-
nam, Shaw and Chattleld wero killed.

Thero were 1,000 Confederates in Fort
Wngner, and they lost in killed, wouudeil
and nursing, 171.

Gen. P ji!re"nrd was In command of the
Confederate forces at Charleston. Ho

to parole or exchange, dead or alive,
tho officers of the negro regiments who had
fallen iiniUii hands. KlTorts were ma 'o to
obtain tho"iody of Col. Hobert G. Shaw, who
had t alien while fighting iqion the iwrnpct.
Ills family sought this favor without avail.
To all endeavors, even to find his grnvo, tho
Confederates tiro said to havo answered that
buaw was buried under his negroes.


